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“Sermon on
the Streets”:
Meeting people
where they are

D anbury’s Spring Street is a
study in contrasts.

On the one hand, it is a stable
downtown neighborhood that
boasts the 158-year-old Octagon
House, on the National Register of
Historic Places; a 200-year-old

= house and 30 more houses built
Sa ma"ta n Hea Ith center n0t throughout the 1800s; two
churches and at least four busi-

aﬂected by fEderaI Iaw nesses — a ngighborhood grocery

store, a disc jockey business for

he Christ-centered ministry of recently moved into the state, as  Weddings and other events; a heat-

Samaritan Health Center in  well as the undocumented. ing contractor and an electrical
Danbury shouldn’t be adversely And the federally-funded com- ~ contractor with an upscale home-
affected by the new federal health munity health center in Danbury €ntertainment business for high-
care law — at least for the foresee- shouldn’t affect Samaritan, ei- end suburban homes. )
able future. ther, even if its proposed multi- But it also has a reputation, one

“I do believe the impact is going million-dollar, four-story clinicis  that makes some Danburians avoid

to be minimal,” said Eva Tan, the built on Main Street to replace its €Ven driving down the through
clinic’s executive director. “Most ~ North Street location. The federal Street —a reputation for drug deals

Dr. Donald Sampson, left, Samaritan Health Center’s interim pediatrician, Eva Tan, the clinic’s
executive director, and nurses Susan Heller and Maureen Wiley, prepare for the arrival of a patient.

of our patients are undocu- clinic charges patients on a slid- and pros‘§1tut1on.

mented, and the new law is not  ing scale depending on income, _ And ad; acent to the grocery store

going to be beneficial for them.”  and many people may not be able 1S 0n€ of the city’s homeless shel-
“The population we serve is un- to afford even those fees, she said. ters and the Dorothy Day soup

insured,” Eva said, and that in- “Samaritan is the only free pe- kltCh?n; which has been serving

cludes children whose parents are diatrics clinic in Danbury,” Eva the city’s homeless and needy each

unemployed, who've lost a job or (Continued on page 7) day with meals and shelter for

more than 25 years.
It’s these latter populations that
Jericho Partnership ministry part-
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LEADERSHIP: MOVING FROM HERE TO THERE

his past August more than

300 people from around
Fairfield County gathered at
Walnut Hill Community Church
in Bethel for the 15th annual
Willow Creek Association Global
Leadership Summit, joined by
more than 150,000 others
around the world in 225 other
satellite locations.

Jericho has co-sponsored this
satellite event for the past three
years because we believe good
leadership is critical for volun-
teer-based organizations. The
Summit is a great opportunity
to pursue Paul’s message to us
in Romans12:8: “If God has
given you leadership ability,
take the responsibility seri-
ously.”

I’d like to share with you some
of my “take-aways” from the
Summit that I have already put
in my Jericho tool box. Much of
it was framed by Bill Hybels,
founder and senior pastor of
Willow Creek Community
Church, in his opening presen-
tation on “Leadership: Moving
People from Here to There.”

Take-away #1
Moving from here to there
In order to strategically move
people to “there,” we must
clearly explain why “here” is no
longer acceptable. As Bob
Pierce, founder of World Vision
International, said, “Let our
hearts be broken by the things
that break the heart of God.”

Take-away #2

The land between

In going from here to there,
passing through the “land be-
tween” often brings tough times
when excitement is waning and
success is not obvious. Transfor-
mation is possible but hearts are
at risk. Three things are essen-
tial when moving through the
land between: Celebration of
“achievement markers,” re-filling
of vision buckets, and a fantastic
team.

Take-away # 3

The fantastic team
Building a fantastic team that
doesn’t quit in the ‘land between’
should be based on four ‘C’s of
candidate selection:
o Character (Is s/he a good
person?)
e Competency (Can s/he do an
excellent job?)
e Chemistry (Can s/he work
smoothly with the team?)
e Culture (Does s/he embrace
the organization’s faith
statement or values?

Take-away # 4
Mentor leadership is not
rocket science

Mentoring leadership is inten-
tional, focused on shaping the
lives of people for whom we are
genuinely concerned, based on
principles that are accessible to

anyone and everyone, and that
are Biblical (2 Timothy 2:2).

/&4 From the Chaipman|'®

Bill Beattie

Take-away # 5
Noble organizations can
make bad decisions

Bad decisions by noble organi-
zations are still bad decisions.
Humility is a key distinctive of
leaders who make good decisions.

Join us

Finally, I'd like to return to Ro-
mans 12:8 and Paul’s message to
take the responsibility of leader-
ship seriously. I believe this is a
call for us to seek excellence in
our leadership activities and to
sharpen our leadership skills
through practice and training.

The Jericho Partnership al-

ways has opportunities for lead-
ers or people who would like to
develop their leadership skills.
Please call us and get engaged in
His service.

We serve an awesome God! *

Bill Beattie is the founder and chairman of
Jericho Partnership.
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his is a busy season. As |

write this, we at Jericho Part-
nership are prayerfully and stra-
tegically planning for next year
as we wrap up our 2009-2010 fis-
cal year and reflect on what God
has accomplished during the past
year.

We are excited to be part of His
work of uniting and mobilizing
metro Danbury churches and
Christ-centered word-and-deed
ministries in His service to the
city’s at-risk communities. The
strength of a unified, integrated
effort is bringing hope and trans-
formation in a way that has not
been seen before in our city.

Here are some reasons to pause
and celebrate some of the things
God has accomplished through
Jericho Partnership in the past
year:

Expanded youth ministries

Jericho’s youth ministry part-
ners have expanded their out-
reach into the community, serv-
ing more than 600 city children
and youth.

Pathways Academy com-
pleted its second school year and
opened this September with three
grades — sixth, seventh and
eighth; Pathways Danbury wel-
comed a new ministry director to
oversee the one-on-one mentoring
program; S.A.Y. Yes! launched a
holistic, individualized summer
school program, extending its af-
ter-school program through the
summer months; the Young Life
Danbury staff continued to
‘meet kids where they are;” and

THERE IS JOY IN THE JOURNEY

the Samaritan Health Center
— the only free pediatric clinic in
the state — completed its first
year, and is serving more than
500 uninsured city children.

Christ-centered services

Other ministry partners served
hundreds of at-risk Danbury peo-
ple with Christ-centered services.
Some examples:

Christian Community Out-
reach Ministries graduated its
first resident from Discipleship
House transitional living pro-
gram; Young Life Danbury in-
creased its outreach to young
adults at Western Connecticut
State University in Danbury;
Highways and Hedges doubled
the capacity at its food pantry
and moved to a larger, more cen-
tral location; and a mentoring
program is being planned for
residents at Amos House, a
transitional living program for
homeless women and their young
children.

Undergirded by prayer

All this and more was under-
girded by an active prayer minis-
try that includes a monthly
Prayer Furnace gathering the
second Wednesday of each
month, prayer walks in down-
town Danbury, and individual
prayer support. And more than
900 active volunteers from a
dozen partner congregations are
serving the city’s youth, at-risk
and homeless populations
through Jericho’s partner minis-
tries.

Carrie Amos

All of this was helped by gen-
erous financial donations from
Jericho supporters. Between our
first annual gala last December
and this past summer’s 90-in-90
fundraising campaign, donors
provided nearly $500,000 for
those most in need in our com-
munity.

New service projects

In the year ahead we plan to
implement new service projects
for individuals, families and
groups; inaugurate a leadership
development training program;
execute city-wide mission days;
and prayerfully consider adding
more congregations and minis-
try organizations to the Partner-
ship.

We have seen tremendous
growth this past year and have
experienced our share of trials
and challenges as well. We have
learned and experienced that
when God invites you to join
Him in His work, it is impossible
to do it without Him.

There is great joy in the jour-
ney! As we set our goals for the
year ahead, my prayer is that
we all would seek individually,
as a Partnership and as a com-
munity to draw closer to our
Lord Jesus and seek total de-
pendence on Him.

Keep going! °

Carrie Amos is executive director of Jericho
Partnership.

jericho partnership, inc.

13 rose street + danbury, ct 06810
phone 203.791.1180
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Pathways Danbury

names new

ministry director

ark D. Lounsbury of

Southbury has been named
to the newly-created position of
ministry director of Jericho Part-
nership’s ministry partner, Path-
ways Danbury.

Mark will be responsible for pro-
viding on-going faith, academic
and life-skill guidance to the more
than 40 boys in the mentoring
program. Each boy is mentored
from middle school through high
school graduation by an adult
male from a metro Danbury
church.

“This position is right in line
with things I've been doing over
the last decade,” Mark said. When
he was youth director for ten
years with Lighthouse Ministries
in Danbury, “I would see the kids
a couple of times a week,” he said.
“Now I'll have a continual impact
on middle and high school kids.
Having more direct contact with
the Pathways kids was really at-
tractive to me.”

Pathways Danbury’s mission is
to develop boys into Christ-filled

young men
who under-
stand and live
their lives
from a Chris-
tian world-
view. Since
its founding
1in 1997, more
than 70 at-
risk boys
have entered the program in
middle school, more than a dozen
have graduated high school so
far, and most of those have gone
on to college.

“Mark brings a great passion
for serving youth in the Danbury
area,” said Bill Beattie, founder
and chairman of Pathways Dan-
bury. “We are blessed by the fact
that Mark grew up in this com-
munity and that he experienced
the transformation of his life
through the saving grace of Je-
sus. His desire is to assist young
men in discovering God’s purpose
for their lives.”

“I'm really excited about this

Mark Lounsbury, new Pathways Danbury ministry director

opportunity,” Mark said. “I'm
looking forward to taking Path-
ways to the next level.”

Mark, who 1s 35, has been asso-
ciate pastor of Lighthouse Minis-
tries for the past two years fol-
lowing his decade as youth pastor
there. He graduated magna cum
laude with a major in anthropol-
ogy and sociology from Western
Connecticut State University in
Danbury, and has a master of
divinity degree with honors from
King’s University in Van Nuys,
Calif.

He and his wife, Sandra, have
four children ranging in age from
2t09.

-
Homeless shelter’s 3rd season to begin Nov. 14
J o Par ip’s overflow home elter at 13 Maple Ave. i ntown Danbury w unda (o]
an a S 1ghts a week
e she ccepts up to 14 home nen for overnight stays w ur e . Jer
welcomes 5 to 12 homeless m i ch nigh
e shelter’s minimum volunteer needs include at least 20 m mmit ying overni
2ast on onth — a total of about si es for each v during the win lu who can stay only
nig o] rned away. The shelter o satb dc e next morning, and two male volu
a ch night
Jther volunt eeds are folks willing el ize the shelter w eneral cleaning, washin rying be
S d blan hel a washin chine an ak reparing don 1ack
For mo C ion about the sh and its need v e ntact v cer@jerichopartnership.org.
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Pathways Academy on
track with major goals

P athways Academy began its
third year with 28 middle-
school-aged boys in September
amid signs of success in some of
the academy’s major goals —
helping close the achievement
gap between upper and lower
income students, reducing the
dropout rate among at-risk stu-
dents, and laying the foundation
for a Christian worldview.

Two years ago, most of the 11
sixth-grade inaugural students
reflected general statistics for
the state — the worst in the na-
tion — and were reading below
their grade level, said Ced Rice,
the academy’s principal. That’s
turned around, and most are at
or above their reading level as
they enter the eighth grade, with
some reading at 11th grade level.

A few are still struggling to
master their reading skills,
while others are working to
catch up to their grade level on
math, science and social studies.
“We get kids who are two or
three grades behind in math,
who don’t even know their times

table,” Ced
said. “We've
made good
progress, but
not as much
as we need.”

Preparing
for high
school

All but one
of the 11 stu-
dents who en-
tered the Academy in the inau-
gural sixth-grade class two years
ago entered the eighth grade this
year, giving hope that each of the
at-risk students will make it to
high school graduation.

“We want to prepare the kids
for high school,” Ced said. “We
believe middle school is the
linchpin for that.”

Students who fall behind in
lower grades enter middle school
at a great disadvantage. “It’s
hard to build on something that’s
not there,” he said. “Trying to
bring kids from such a long way
back can be difficult.”

of Christ’s

my Fereira, a coach at Athletes

annual soccer camp,

Their moral
compass

But Pathways
Academy — a
Jericho Part-
nership minis-

{ try partner that
recently was
awarded 501(c)
(3) nonprofit
status by the

. IRS — seems to
SRR be developing a

winning for-

tells players that just as a ball is the most impo

ant thing to have i

mula, including

the game of soccer, Jesus Christ is the most imp

ortant Person to have

in life. About 15 kids attended the two-day socc

er camp and evangel. @ new class this

istic outreach in August at the Lake Kenosia ¢

park year that will

Pathways Academy Principal Ced Rice, left, welcomes 28 students on the
first day of school Sept. 2 and lays out hopes and expectations for the new
school year. Administrative Assistant Mensah Robinson stands at right.

let the middle-schoolers know
some of what’s expected of them in
high school.

Each Friday a two-hour seminar
will include such things as guest
speakers, tours of Danbury High
School and Henry Abbott Techni-
cal High School in Danbury, and
special classes ranging from note-
taking to doing research that will
take some of the mystery out of
graduating to the 3,000-student
DHS, the 600-student HATS, Im-
maculate High School or one of the
other local secondary schools.

“We want to help them under-
stand how to find their own moral
compass” when they enter high

school, Ced said.

Power and simplicity

But progress isn’t only in aca-
demics. “They’ve grown spiritu-
ally,” he said of the boys who en-
tered the upper grades. “They’ve
learned more about themselves
and the Lord, and they understand
the power and simplicity of
prayer.”

It 1s, Ced said, the Lord who is
bringing success to the students
and the Academy. “We wouldn’t be
where we are without Him,” he
said. *

jericho partnership, inc.

13 rose street + danbury, ct 06810
phone 203.791.1180
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Meeting people where they are

(Continued from page 1)
reach Ministries (C.C.0.M.) is targeting with its
“Sermon on the Streets” cookout and Gospel out-
reach on Sept. 30.

“We're there to build trust with a population that
normally will not walk through the church doors,”
said Michelle Cook, coordinator for the event.

Life-changing hope

The second annual evangelistic outreach features
free food, testimonies from those who have come out
of a lifestyle of drugs or alcohol, Gospel music from
individuals or groups with a heart for the at-risk
populations who haunt the street, and real, life-
changing hope.

“This 1s an outreach to the homeless population,
to persons addicted to substance abuse or who have
other issues and need to be connected with services
and resources that bring them to a better quality of
life,” Michelle said.

“We're targeting people who have relative dys-
function,” said the Rev. Meredith Payton, C.C.0.M’s
chief executive officer, “anybody with a physical or
spiritual or emotional need for help. We want to re-
spond to their cry of need.”

“This is a day that we secure beds at rehabilita-
tion and detox centers with long-term substance
abuse programs for those we meet on the street,”
Michelle said. “The last time we did this, seven peo-
ple went into long-term substance abuse programs,
and five are still there. Two walked away.”

Untidy outreach

But Sermon on the Streets isn’t a slick, high-tech
presentation of the Gospel-in-action. “This is pretty
much in the middle of the street with a microphone
and no agenda,” Michelle said. “This is not a highly-
organized and structured event.”

That’s because the people C.C.0.M. is trying to
reach may be drunk or dope-sick or homeless, she
said. They may be angry men “who are upset with
us because they were supposed to meet their dates
on the street” and are apt to look for prostitutes and
mingle with the small and ever-changing crowd.

And this street-wise congregation doesn’t sit still,
either, but people “filter in and out, come out of cu-
riosity and leave or stay” throughout the five-hour
event in front of the soup kitchen and homeless
shelter. In short, Michelle said, any volunteers who
want to be part of the untidy evangelistic outreach

“need a heart for this population and experience
with them.”

It is, most importantly, a day when those on the
street can hear a clear Gospel call to salvation.
“We go outside the four walls of the church and go
to them,” she said. “We demonstrate the love of
Christ by meeting people where they are.”

“Jesus has called us to be an extension of His
heart,” Pastor Payton said. “We are giving with
our hands, our feet, all of ourselves to make life
easier for those who are struggling.” °

Call for Sermon on the Streets

volunteer opportunities
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Information: volunteer@ erichopartnership org
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Clinic not affected by federal law

(Continued from page 1)

said. Other city clinics charge
sliding fees or are for adults only.
In fact, Samaritan Health Center
is the only free clinic in Connecti-
cut serving pediatric patients
only, she said.

Expanded clinic hours

The clinic opened in December
of 2008 in Jericho Partnership’s
13 Rose St. facility in Danbury,
and has served more than 570
children since then. “The number
of patients continues to grow
weekly, but there are many more
patients we're not reaching that
we can as we become better
known,” said Jim Kennedy. Jim
is chairman of Samaritan’s board
of directors and vice chairman of
the board of Danbury Hospital.

Samaritan’s board is exploring
expanding the clinic’s hours from
three to five days a week, recruit-
ing more volunteers to work with
the core of paid full- and part-
time staff, he said.

“We're also looking at expand-
ing our impact by offering obesity
and nutritional initiatives and
general health education for a
disenfranchised group of patients
in inner city Danbury,” Jim said.

School supplies and ‘Christmas in August’

J ericho Partnership’s fourth annual backpack event in late August provided e f
227 inner-city Danbury kids with a free backpack filled with school supplies. : .

Earlier in the month, Jericho gave away an uncounted number of donated
clothing items, with 86 people taking home “Christmas in August” donations.

The bulk of funds to buy backpacks for Kindergarten through sixth-grade
children came from Vacation Bible School students at Walnut Hill Community
Church in Bethel. The VBS raised money to buy and fill 150 backpacks.

The clothing give-away, advertised to several social service agencies in Dan-
bury such as Family & Children’s Aid, could be more frequent with ongoing do-
nations of lightly-used, laundered clothing. Jericho is putting in place a better

system to handle the donations.

“We’ll partner with anyone who
will help us make a difference.”
The clinic is currently in transi-
tion from Dr. Pamela Paulhus,
who helped found the clinic and
was its pediatrician until the end
of August, and a new full-time
replacement. Dr. Pam joined the
federal community health center
in Danbury as pediatrician. Until
Samaritan hires a new full-time
pediatrician, Dr. Donald
Sampson, a missionary pediatri-
cian with SIM on furlough from
serving in Nigeria, is filling in.

Meeting the needs

Dr. Sampson — he likes to be
called Don — was chief of pediat-
rics at a teaching hospital in cen-
tral Nigeria for the past three
years. He cared for hospitalized
children, orphans and children
with HIV, and provided medical
care in outlying villages.

“I'm here temporarily, and have
agreed to work for three months,”
Don said. “I'm looking forward to
helping meet the needs of chil-
dren without insurance in Dan-
bury. We serve the underserved,
people in between insurance, the
working class who have lost in-
surance, the self-employed.”

Almost 75 volunteers participated in the two events.

Spiritual support

“There will always be people
who fall through the cracks of any
government program,” said Jim of
the new federal law’s impact on
Samaritan. “The easy ones to
identify are children of illegal im-
migrants. They’re the innocent
victims in the immigration de-
bate. But children and aliens are
very near to the heart of Jesus
Christ, and we're being His hands
and feet by caring for them.”

The clinic’s caseload could eas-
ily grow to between 800 and 1,000
children, he said. “We’re ready to
engage in more local fundraising
to expand the ministry” beyond
its current $300,000 annual
budget and caseload. “That’s a big
number,” he said of the budget
figure, and it currently comes
from foundations and fundraising
efforts in the community.

“One thing we do in the clinic
that other clinics cannot do is of-
fer spiritual support,” Jim said
“Physical help and spiritual sup-
port are at the core of the clinic,
and that’s not going to be re-
placed” under the new federal
law. e

A young mother selects clothes for her
baby from the hundreds of free items
available at “Christmas in August.”
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ednesday o [

Wilberforce Chapel, Jericho Samaritan Cen-

ter, 13 Rose St., Danbu

New volunteer orientatio ay, O

14, 6 p.m., Jericho Sar an Cente Rose

S nbury

Pathways Danbury Annual Breakfas r-

da ny Hill Inn, 50 Sto

Road, Bethe

Jericho Partnership overflow homeless shel-

ter opens 4, aple Ave., Danbury.

Boxes of Love Thanksgiving meal-in-a-box

and Thanksgiving dinner for ministry clients,
Tuesda 23, Jericho Samaritan Center,
13 Ros anbury

Jericho Partnership's Annual Gala fundraising

We’'re on Facebook! Check us out!

“ June Renzulli joins Jericho

olunteer
executive board orientatio
L J une Renzulli of New Milford, former chief executive scheduled
officer of the United Way of Western Connecticut in A meeting for Jericho Partnership’s
Danbury, has been named a community member-at- new volunteers or those interested i
large on Jericho Partnership’s executive board. nteering will be Thursda 143
- L “I'm looking forward to working with June in all areas at the le amaritan Center
June Renzulli of non-profit management and leadership,” said 13 Rose nbur
Carrie L. Amos, executive director. “This is such a tremendous opportu- Farticipants will learn about our
nity to serve this great city together.” The executive board is responsible | ™'*°' and ministry partners, our goa
for governance issues, organizational guidance and support, she said. o ha\i hg 3,000 Christ centered activ
June has more than 16 years experience in metro Danbury nonprofits, 1earTy 1000) ard w E'uzar bo @
and is director of philanthropy and major gifts for Regional Hospice of Rl e S G i
Western Connecticut in Danbury. Before that, she was CEO of the United icho and our ministry partners serve
Way of Western Connecticut in Danbury, a 2007 merger of United Ways | the youth, homeless and other at-r
in Danbury, Stamford and the New Milford region that she led. populat n Danb olunteers ¢
She joined United Way in 1994 as director of finance “and just kept put- | be matched with a ministry, if they wish.
ting on different hats” until she was named CEO. ientation meetings are conducte
Jericho “was looking for someone who understands the nonprofit sector |onceaqua ating between
and the leadership challenges it brings,” Renzulli said. “Danbury is truly | Thursday evenings and Saturday
blessed to have Jericho Partnership, and I'm proud to be part of it.” Being | Mernings :
on the board, she said, “is a way for me to live out my faith.” Hor mofe 1 ke all
She and her husband, Glenn, have three grown children and three Ul e L e s

grandchildren.



