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Four WestConn campus ministry coordinators meet to discuss their efforts. They are, left to
right, Nate Wilda and Lisa Hine, both with Young Life; Intervarsity Christian Fellowship campus
worker Mike Mancini; and Jay Shaver, college pastor at Walnut Hill Community Church in
Bethel and director of WestConn Christian Ministries.

Common vision for WestConn
campus ministry

hree ministries at Western

Connecticut State University
in Danbury are coalescing into a
common vision of building a
strong and healthy community
among Christian students and
reaching others with the Gospel.

“I think we have all the right
pieces and the right mentality
about working together,” said
Mike Mancini, who is planting an
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship
chapter on the campus. “We're
not three campus ministries try-
ing to work separately. Being uni-
fied is the only way to serve.”

In addition to InterVarsity, the
others are WestConn Christian
Ministries, a university student
club; and Young Life, a Jericho

Partnership partner ministry
that is expanding its efforts from
local middle and high schools to
the university campus.

“We all have different pieces
we're focusing on,” said Nate
Wilda, a WestConn graduate vol-
unteering with Young Life, which
focuses on “students who have no
idea of who Jesus is or have mis-
conceptions about Him.”

InterVarsity “is all about devel-
oping witnessing communities on
campus, developing kids who are
really focused on sharing their
faith,” Mancini said, while the
WestConn Christian Ministries
focuses on worship and student-

led Bible studies.
(Continued on page 6)

TRANSFORMING A CITY

Annual prayer
breakfast
comes under
Jericho’s tent

he annual Western Connecticut
Prayer Breakfast community

outreach has become a Jericho Part-
nership compassionate care event
under Jericho’s prayer ministry.

The breakfast “provides a unique
gathering of the community at large
and the community of faith,” said
Diane Sanders, executive director of
the nine-year-old event. It attracts
nearly 600 people each spring to the
Amber Room in Danbury, including
local and state elected officials, first
responders, businesspeople and
other community leaders — all as
guests of some 60 table sponsors.

The table sponsors invite guests
“who come from all walks of life,”
Diane said. “We have no idea about
their religious status or their rela-
tionship with Jesus.” Since its incep-
tion in 2002, the goal has been to
have a ratio of 20 percent Christ-
centered individuals and 80 percent
invited guests to hear national and
international inspirational speak-
ers. “The breakfast has always been
a high-quality, non-threatening, pre
-evangelistic event,” she said.

Praying for leaders

Its mission is taken from 1 Timo-
thy 2:1-2, which urges prayer, inter-
cession and thanksgiving “for kings
and all those in authority, that we

may live peaceful and quiet lives in
(Continued on page 6)



FOSTERING SANCTITY OF LIFE AND PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY

I n previous issues, I outlined
two of the four Jericho Partner-
ship strategic outcomes we
prayerfully seek for the common
good of Danbury and the spiritual
transformation of its people — in-
creasing the number of Danbury
youth embracing a Biblical world-
view, and significantly reducing
both the high school dropout rate
and the achievement gap.

Now I'll focus on the third stra-
tegic outcome — a community that
fosters sanctity of life and per-
sonal responsibility.

Commitment to life

“God created man in his own
image, in the image of God he cre-
ated him; male and female he cre-
ated them.” (Gen. 1:27)

While recent surveys show the
good news that public sentiment
has moved to a pro-life position,
we can’t relax but must continue
to protect the lives of the most
defenseless in our society, the un-
born child.

We praise God for the staff and
volunteers of Jericho ministry
partner Hopeline Pregnancy Re-
source Center for their commit-
ment to life and the protection of
the unborn. Hopeline’s ultrasound
facility at the Jericho Samaritan
Center is a great tool in its coun-
seling process, under the compas-
sionate leadership of Linda Coch-
rane — an international pro-life
leader, a widely-published author
and a sensitive counselor.

[Ed. Note: Linda Cochrane will
travel to Hong Kong March 20-29
to teach post-abortion counseling
to students at the China Gradu-
ate School of Theology. She’ll be

partnering with a pregnancy sup-
port center in Vancouver, B.C.,
Canada.]

Respect for life cannot end with
birth, however. Jericho looks for
ways to provide loving Christian
support for those who need it
throughout the life cycle — birth
through death — so that Jesus’
promise “to give life in all its full-
ness” (John 10:10) can be made
known to all those we contact.

Personal responsibility

One of the more obvious areas
for personal responsibility is our
attitude toward marriage. The
Manhattan Declaration
(www.manhattandeclaration.org)
observes that “vast human experi-
ence confirms that marriage is the
original and most important insti-
tution for sustaining the health,
education and welfare of all per-
sons in a society.”

But when the marriage culture
erodes, social pathology is quickly
manifested. Over the past 50
years, for example, the out-of-
wedlock birth rate went from less
than 5 percent nationally to the
alarming 40 percent rate today.

American society — particularly

/& From the Chairmany >

its poorest and most vulnerable
sectors, where the out-of-wedlock
birth rate is higher than even the
national average — is paying a
huge price in delinquency, drug
abuse, crime, incarceration, hope-
lessness, and despair, according to
the Manhattan Declaration.
“Other indicators are widespread
non-marital sexual cohabitation,
and a devastatingly high rate of
divorce.”

Please join us

Our goal of instilling a lasting
sense of personal responsibility in
our youth is closely linked to our
first two strategic outcomes. A
Christian worldview is the founda-
tion for developing a responsible
life that honors God and avoids
the high price of irresponsible liv-
ing, while a high school education
is the result of a personal decision
to use the gifts God has given in
the most responsible way.

Please join Jericho in helping
foster sanctity of life and personal
responsibility in our community.

We serve an awesome God! ¢

Bill Beattie is the founder and chairman of
Jericho Partnership.
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FROM THE JERICHO CHAIRMAN AND THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

W e were stunned in late Janu-
ary when the executive di-
rector of the Pathways Danbury
mentoring program, a Jericho part-
ner ministry, was arrested on sex-
ual assault and related charges. As
chairman of the Pathways board,
Bill immediately re-assumed the
role of executive director of Path-
ways and took the following steps:
e Placed Troy Grant on adminis-
trative leave and subsequently
terminated him for violation of
the Pathways Danbury Faith and
Conduct Code.
e Met the day after the arrest,

and again on Feb. 6, with more
than 50 Path-

ways has interviewed, screened,
trained and prescribed policies
for mentor behavior.)

Continued support

To date in late February, we are

very thankful that:

e No Pathways Danbury men-
tees are known to be involved in
the allegations.

e Concerned parents have at-
tended our meetings and ex-
pressed their shaken trust but
continued support of our staff
and program.

e Each Pathways Danbury men-
tee and mentor has continued in

ways Danbury
parents and
mentors at the
Jericho Samari-
tan Center to
share informa-

“We believe ...

continues to bless and work

through Jericho Partnership.”

the program.

e Since the ar-
rest, six new
Pathways Dan-
bury mentors —
an almost 20
percent increase

the Lord

tion and answer
questions.

e Organized supportive Christ-
centered counseling for Pathways
kids if requested by parents.

e Cooperated with the police to
ensure truth and justice prevail,
provided parents with police
phone numbers if necessary, and
established a hot line for ques-
tions from parents, mentees and
mentors.

e Made plans to meet with each
of the 41 parent/mentee/mentor
teams in February and March to
address individual needs.

e Initiated a review of Pathways
systems to ensure best practices
are being employed, and made
plans to work with the Christian
Association of Youth Mentoring.
(Since its founding in 1997, Path-

in mentor vol-
unteers — have been matched
with mentees.

e Prayers, phone calls, e-mails,
waves and hugs from friends
and supporters have been in
abundance. We covet your con-
tinued prayer support.

e “We know that in all things
God works for the good of those
who love him.” (Romans 8:28)

Continued blessings

In closing, we have exciting Jeri-

cho news we believe confirms the
Lord continues to bless and work
through Jericho Partnership:

e Jericho announced grants to
its partners of more than $2 mil-
lion for the 2009-2010 fiscal
year.

e 768 volunteers served Jericho

Carrie L. Amos

in the Lord’s work in the past
year, about one-third of our goal
of 3,000 volunteers by 2012.

e During the past year’s third-
quarter, 480 youth, 193 home-
less and 345 at-risk adults were
impacted by Jericho and its nine
ministry partners.

e Jericho’s S.A.Y. Yes! after-
school facility for up to 50 at-
risk boys is operational in Jeri-
cho Samaritan Center’s new
east wing.

e The winners of the Stop &
Shop Martin Luther King Black
History Month competition for
sixth- and seventh-graders were
both Pathways Academy stu-
dents (see Page 5).

e The Samaritan Health Center
has served more than 1,000 pe-
diatric patients since it opened
in December 2008.

e Eight lives were surrendered
or rededicated to Jesus Christ
during the last quarter, and —
praise God — 25 participants in
the Feb. 10 ‘backpack campaign’
by our ministry partner Chris-
tian Community Outreach Min-
istries came forward to surren-
der their lives.

Please pray

We serve an awesome God!
Please continue to pray for

Pathways Danbury and the entire
Jericho Partnership.

Bill Beattie
Founder and Chairman
Jericho Partnership and
Pathways Danbury

Carrie L. Amos
Executive Director
Jericho Partnership

jericho partnership, inc.

13 rose street + danbury, ct 06810
phone 203.791.1180
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Athletes of Ghris ‘uning or Life’pril 24

G et your running — or walking —
shoes out and join several hun-

dred other runners and walkers for
the annual Athletes of Christ 5K
Run/Walk Saturday, April 24 at
Rogers Park in Danbury.

And children under age 14 will
have their own run a half hour be-
fore the adults’ 10 a.m. race.

The family event is designed to
promote health and wholeness in
all areas of life, said Ronny
DaSilva, founder and director of the
Jericho Partnership sports ministry
partner. “We want to bring aware-
ness and awakening to spiritual
and physical needs in our commu-
nity,” he said.

Half of this year’s proceeds will go
to Danbury Hospital to help pay the : S — _
expenses of uninsured adults; the Runners leave the starting gate at a previous Athletes of Christ 5K Run/Walk to raise funds for
other half helps support Athletes of and bring awareness to spiritual and physical needs in Danbury.

Christ’s summer soccer camp for

children. DaSilva hopes the 5K will something very impgrtant. I re-” ar‘ld.pastors at the‘ 5K.‘His soccer
. ceived Jesus in my life that day clinics always begin with prayer
raise enough money to sponsor up :
. . , after another runner shared the and devotions.
to 60 kids at this summer’s soccer G 1 with hi T <ter for the 5K ($20
linic at Kenosia Park in Danbury. ospe! with him. . o register for the ($20 now,
¢ y DaSilva has woven his love of Je-  $25 after April 15) go to
Love of Jesus and sports sus, soccer and running into a www.athletesofchrist.com, click on
DaSilva, 40, trained in his native sports ministry for adults and kids. “Events” and follow the registra-
Brazil to be a professional soccer In 2003 he started a Monday night tion path. For more information,
player, turned to professional run-  prayer-supper-and-soccer event call Joe Bouchard at 203.522.5805
ning when he was 21, and jumped  that attracts about 30 men, then or Ronny DaSilva at 203.240.3708.
at the opportunity to run in the began a summer soccer clinic for And check out the ministry’s new
Boston Marathon in 1999. children, then launched the 5K. Facebook (ChristAthletes) while
His Marathon time “was not too This year DaSilva plans to have a you're at it. ¢
good,” he admits, “but I received prayer tent staffed by volunteers
Matching fund drive ends March 31
A matching gift fund drive that doubles everything up to $250,000 that is received through March 31 has already raised mo
than S 00 {doubled to $340,000) for Jericho Partnership ministry partners. All funds collected and doubled will go directly to
ericho par for hand -
atching gift was announced at lericho’s fundraiser Dec. 11, attended by more than 250 suppo r 0
Rowland said when he was invited to be keynote speaker he thought Jericho was a handful -gooders “meeting garage
But “this is really incredible,” Rowland said of Jericho and its nine mini partner e ree years he’s been traveling
the country for speaking engagements and “I've never seen anything like this
at was echoed by Clive Calver, senior pasto alnut Hill Community Church in Bethel and former head of d Relief h
took him aro e globe. Cal ericho cou come a templat plicati nonprofits throughout the country
Rowland tailored his “Falling into Grace” spee eflect Jericho’s “Evening of Transformation” theme. He spoke of his own
transformation from disgrace and “hopelessness extraordinarily beyond comprehension” to faith in God and a “faith
family and frien
more information on the matching gif lichael Ronan, Jericho’s directo evelopment, at ; 80 or
michael@jerichopartnership.org
4 jericho partnership, inc. 13 rose street + danbury, ct 06810 www.jerichopartnership.org

phone 203.791.1180



Pathways Academy English and reading teacher Lakeema Moore, center, is flanked by students
Ryan Rodriguez-Albanesi, left, and Makel James, winners of the Stop & Shop Martin Luther King
Black History Month essay contest for the New England region.

Students win regional award

wo Pathways Academy stu-

dents — sixth-grader Makel
James and seventh-grader Ryan
Rodriguez-Albanesi — each won a
first prize in the Stop & Shop Mar-
tin Luther King Black History
Month essay contest for the super-
market’s New England region.

The essay for middle-school stu-
dents had to tell what kind of busi-
ness the student would create that
would help the community, said
Lakeema Moore, the academy’s
English and reading teacher.

Makel won $500 for his essay
“about how we should have a youth
center for kids to keep them out of
trouble,” the 11-year-old said. The
center would “keep them on the
right path for the future and help
them to stay in school.”

Ryan won $750 for his essay
about creating an alternative vet-
erinarian business where pet own-
ers would pay a reduced fee. “A lot
of people struggle with medical
bills for their pets,” said Ryan, who
wants to be a veterinarian because
“pets are God’s blessing.”

“My essay was about providing
better health care for pets at
cheaper prices for people who can’t

afford” conventional veterinarian
visits, he said.

The annual Black History Month
essay contest typically draws more
than 100 essays from Stop & Shop’s
New England region of Massachu-
setts, New Hampshire, Rhode Is-
land and Connecticut, said Kath-
leen DiMarie of the supermarket’s
Quincy, Mass., headquarters, al-
though a change in deadlines this
year reduced that number a bit.

Each student in the academy’s
sixth and seventh grades wrote an
essay as part of Moore’s class work,
Lakeema said. “Every student had
to work on the essay, and I submit-
ted most of them,” she said. This
year the two-year-old academy, a
Jericho Partnership ministry part-
ner, has 19 students. “They really
worked hard,” she said.

“It took about two weeks to write
it in class,” Makel said. “I thought it
would be hard to win, but when I
won, I was surprised because there
were a lot of people who entered it.”

Signs bearing Makel and Ryan’s
names will be in all 375 stores, in-
cluding the two Danbury supermar-
kets, said Cynthia Montoya of Stop
& Shop. *
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Prayer Breakfast joins with Jericho
Brea

(Continued from page 1)
all godliness and holiness.” At each break-

officials, first responders, employers and
employees, and non-profits in the region.

“We're excited that we can join together
in praying for our leaders and our commu-
nity,” said Carrie Amos, Jericho’s execu-
tive director. “Jericho is blessed to be able
to serve together with the prayer break-
fast team. Our missions are so similar it
seemed obvious that we needed to join to-
gether.”

The theme of the Christ-centered break-
fast is “Helping Build Healthy Communi- B re a
ties,” with a goal of building bridges be-
tween the various communities in the region — busi-
ness, elected officials, first responders — and evangeli-
cal congregations and individuals.

“One of the understated missions of the prayer
breakfast is providing the opportunity for congrega-
tions and individuals to connect and build relation-
ships with leaders and organizations in their own
town,” Diane said. ®
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Common vision for WestConn campus

(Continued from page 1)

Some of the Christian Ministries’ student leader-
ship team attend Walnut Hill Community Church
in Bethel, where Jay Shaver is college pastor. “We
really have the idea that we’re on the front lines,
that we’re witnesses every day in classes, at the
gym, hanging out in the dorm,” Shaver said. “These
are the spots where Jesus is working.”

Mancini puts it this way: “My mission field is the
10-foot radius around me.”

Fully supportive

One of the challenges the three ministries face is
WestConn’s demographic. Something like 60 per-
cent of the students are commuters, and only about
20 percent of those who live on campus remain on
campus most weekends, Mancini said. “We're trying
to figure out how to minister to a college campus
that doesn’t have one.”

“Many people have been praying over this campus
for years,” said Lisa Hine, a Young Life staff associ-
ate focused on WestConn, which Shaver described
as being a “black hole of ministry” when he first be-

gan a campus outreach when he was a student four
years ago.

That black hole is quickly disappearing. The three
ministries have grown enough this past semester
that one — Young Life — has begun a weekly meeting
at The Cave, Young Life’s club room at Jericho’s
Rose Street facilities.

“We're fully supportive of them,” said Carrie
Amos, executive director of Jericho, which is within
walking distance of WestConn’s downtown campus
and off-campus living facilities. “We’ve offered our
facilities for meetings, offered space if they need to
do something off campus, invited them to attend
advisory board meetings. And we hope to connect
them with some volunteer opportunities.”

While Jericho’s relationship with the three minis-
tries varies at present, “we absolutely are entertain-
ing the idea of a more formal partnership,” Amos
said. The reason, she said, is that “the three differ-
ent Christ-centered ministries offer three different
aspects of ministry — evangelism, discipleship and
fellowship. Together they have the key ingredients
for representing Christ on campus.” *

jericho partnership, inc.
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“This is real ... this is what | need”

wo years ago Chris Echevarria was 14 and in

trouble. He had been expelled from a Christian
school in Danbury for bringing a knife to school —
twice. “There was no reason behind it,” Chris said. He
just did it.

He bounced to a public school program for kids hav-
ing trouble in school, then to Rogers Park Middle
School, then to Danbury High as a freshman.

But along the way “I got mixed up with some people
and started smoking marijuana and things like that,”
Chris said. Things like sneaking out and partying
and getting drunk. “I was doing a bunch of stuff I
wasn’t supposed to be doing, hanging out with the
wrong crowd, going places I shouldn’t. I didn’t have a
reason for it. I just did it.”

But something else was at work in his life. He had
been a mentee in Pathways Danbury since the sixth
grade, but “he had given up on life,” said Clara Per-
kins, family coordinator for the mentoring program.
“He needed help.” In fact, she said, “he had ap-
proached some other people and said he needed help.
He was asking for help.”

Clara, Chris’s mom and Bill Beattie, the program’s
founder, “were looking for a place for me to get help,”
Chris said. “I was kind of open to the idea. I thought
I'd go maybe a month or two at the end of the school
year.” But two days later he was on a plane with his
mom and Clara and other staff members to a Teen
Challenge facility in Pennsylvania.

He lasted three weeks. “I got kicked out for not fol-
lowing any of the rules or anything,” he said. “I just
didn’t want to be there.”

Working the system

Chris had calculated he’d go home. Instead, he was
transferred to another Teen Challenge facility, this
one in Florida, designed as a 15-month boot camp
with counselors who knew how to deal with rebellion,
so “I couldn’t be rebellious in the same way,” he said.

Instead, he worked the system. “Not cooperating
wasn’t doing me any good, so I decided I might as
well follow the rules because I'm going to be here any-
way.” But the counselors could see there was no true
change of heart, and two of them sat Chris down for a
serious talk.

“They just told me their testimonies,” Chris said of
their encounters with Jesus. “I figured if it was work-
ing for these guys, I might as well give it a shot, this
whole Christian thing, doing what is right because
it’s right, not because I had to.”

He had come to the point where “I really had to say,
this is real, this is what I need.”

e e “a, o
Chris Echevarria pauses during a homework session after school at the
S.A.Y. Yes! Center in the Jericho Samaritan Center on Rose Street.

Re-joining Pathways Danbury

After boot camp, Chris re-joined Pathways Danbury
and started attending the S.A.Y. Yes! after-school tu-
toring program — both ministry partners of Jericho
Partnership. He began meeting again with his men-
tor, Jim Anderson. “I want to be an auto mechanic,
and he has a car that runs on vegetable oil, and he
teaches me about that,” Chris said. “I sometimes go to
his church in Brookfield, too.”

The mentoring and tutoring programs built on the
solid foundation of faith he had found in Florida.
“They give me something to do instead of getting
bored and getting in trouble,” he said. “I get a lot of
guidance from the staff and everything.”

And his mentor and other mentors “set a good ex-
ample of what a Godly man can be like, and show
that you can make it out there as a Godly man,” Chris
said. “I get a lot of motivation from them, and that
gives me an extra push I need.”

That extra push is helping him in school (“I got a
couple of A’s but I'm not doing as good as I can”), in
his walk with Christ (“I have a personal relationship
with Him and try to do what I feel He wants me to do
in my everyday life”) and in the choices he makes.

“I'm clean,” he said. “It’s like a personal choice I
have to make every day. I can get up in the morning
and say, ‘Hey, I'm going to go smoke and drink today,’
or I can get up and say, ‘Hey, I can stay clean today.’
This April will be, like, two years. I want to stay that
way.”

jericho partnership, inc.

13 rose street + danbury, ct 06810

www.jerichopartnership.org 7

phone 203.791.1180



Savethe | |
'- ' Jericho
D ates | Partnership
n | Inc.
Block Part ““%{ MOBILIZING MINISTRY ...
e date on your TRANSFORMING A CITY

Sncar now 13 ROSE STREET * DANBURY, CT 06810

Saturday, June 26 —for Jerich

(o]
fun
=
o
=+
|
{2}
=
=

eeting p
olunt will be Thursday, March 25 at
p.m. in the Jericho Samaritan C

[
=
@
i
=
o
<%
=3
-
>
D

Jericho’s mission an
ew ort vid nd be n ed w
available service op

e
o
a0
<
S
®
»

Cor information about either of these

even I erkins, J
operations manager, at 203.791.1180 or
crystal@ijerichopartnership.or;

NONPROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
DANBURY, CT
PERMIT NO. 153
ZIP CODE 06810

~ clinic’s executive
s . director

R E va Tan has been named to the newly-

- created position of executive director of
the Samaritan Health Center, a Jericho
Partnership ministry partner. She joined
the free pediatrics clinic as office manager
just before it opened in December 2008.

EvaTan Eva will report to the clinic’s board of
directors, and will oversee all aspects of service delivery, financial administra-
tion, human resources, community relations, fundraising, board liaison and
volunteer recruitment and coordination.

Eva was trained as a pediatrics specialist nurse in England, and moved into
community medicine to concentrate on preventive medicine. Her nursing ca-
reer ended when she and her husband moved to the U.S. and began a family.

But raising a son and two daughters — now in their teens and 20s and each
involved with Jericho as volunteers — didn’t stop her from volunteering. She
was among the group that helped transform a burned-out factory at 22 Maple
Ave. into Jericho House, which houses Jericho partner Christian Community
Outreach Ministries (CCOM), and she also serves as a CCOM board member.

“Eva’s knowledge of the Samaritan Health Center, her pediatrics back-
ground, her connection to the Danbury community, her varied life and work
experience and her deep faith combine to make her an excellent selection for
executive director,” said Jim Kennedy, chairman of the Health Center board. ®

-
Amos House spring
'undrais
16" annua
Spring Brea ndraiser wil
nesday, Mar a
3t the Amber Ro onnad
Dar
/ nal-Hvin
progran n oV
homel oms and th n
off th n el
erman housing and self
suffici v n in
Jericho P hip ministr
part
Methods of contributin
mini erti n the
Brea rogram book
sponsorin ble for S nd
inviting nine gt
N ation
Amos Ho tive di
sladys McFa 1 203.7¢€
or AmosHou aol.cor




