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Recession
swells
volunteer
numbers

Sylvia Parris has a simple expla-
nation about why she took time
out of her months-long job search to
answer the phone at Jericho Part-
nership’s welcome desk. “I liked the
idea of volunteering under the ban-
ner of Christ,” she said. “It sounded
like a wonderful opportunity.”

Sylvia and scores of others like
her who have lost their jobs in the
current recession are finding that
volunteering does more than just
fill in some vacant hours during the
week; it has a transforming effect
on their own lives and outlook as
they do their part to help transform
lives in Danbury’s at-risk communi-
ties.

Sylvia, who lives in Danbury, lost
her 15-year position as an informa-
tion technology project manager in
White Plains last December, and
then began her — so far — fruitless
job search. But as economic reali-
ties stretched that search into
weeks and months, she began look-
ing for volunteer opportunities in
the area.

“I checked out Children First and
a couple of other organizations, but
nothing much came of it,” she said.
Then she heard about Jericho Part-
nership at her church, New Hope
Baptist in Danbury, and attended a
Jericho volunteer training session.

She answered the welcome desk
phone for a few hours two days a
week before she began volunteering

(Continued on page 6)
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TRANSFORMING A CITY

Michelle Cook, left, and Pathways Academy students Cyrus Walker, center, and
Delton Rodgers look at books donated to the Academy library.

Teen collects 1,500 books

Ridgefield High School fresh-

man working toward her Girl
Scout Silver Award collected more
than 1,500 books for the Pathways
Academy resource center in Dan-
bury in just four weeks, triple her
initial goal of 500 books.

But the 15-year-old didn’t just
drop off the books. She recruited
some friends to sort the books into
categories — fiction, biography, re-
ligion — then volunteered to help log
them into the computer and stack
them on the shelves. And she’s vol-
unteered to be a Reading Buddy for
Academy students, helping the sixth
-graders with their reading skills,
and said she’d volunteer at the
Academy in any capacity needed
when she begins work toward her
Gold Award — the equivalent of the
Boy Scouts’ Eagle Scout award.

“I love helping people, and I
thought this would be a great way
help somebody in my own back
yard,” Michelle Cook said of the
book drive. She learned about the
Academy through her involvement
with Wyld Life and Young Life
Christian clubs in Ridgefield. “They
told me the library was brand new
and didn’t have a lot of books.”

Astonished by response
Michelle set a goal of collecting
at least 500 books. “At first, I
thought that was going to be a lot,”
she said. Many silently agreed. “I
thought it was a pretty big goal,
especially starting from scratch,”
said Lauren Armstrong, who told
Michelle about the Academy’s need
for library books. Lauren is director

(Continued on page 4)



STUBBORN FACTS — TRANSFORMING OUTCOMES

recently attended a ministry

leadership conference in Man-
hattan that was called to iden-
tify and understand greater
New York’s “Five Stubborn
Facts” — spiritual and social
realities that define the region’s
ministry challenges.

Those Five Stubborn Facts are
spiritual indifference among
people in the region, global pov-
erty that impacts metro New
York, limited cultural influence
by the community of faith, in-
adequate training resources for
churches and ministries, and an
educational crisis among youth.

Greater Danbury shares sev-
eral Stubborn Facts with our
New York brothers and sisters.
(See sidebar.) But Jericho Part-
nership and our church and
ministry partners are already
addressing them.

Stubborn Facts are important
because they are the attention-
getting, sometimes shocking
facts that can lead Christians to
increased awareness of local
spiritual and social realities,
and can inspire collaborative
action among churches and min-
istries that result in Spirit-filled
outcomes for the glory of God.

Transforming outcomes
Each of the Danbury “Five”
has a significant negative im-
pact on the city’s spiritual and
social health. In future Partner-
ship newsletters, I'll talk about

each fact and the collaborative
strategies our partnership of
churches and ministries are
mounting to deal with them. We
pray the strategies will glorify

God in achieving these outcomes:

* Significantly increasing
the number of Danbury youth
embracing a Biblical worldview.

* Significantly reducing the
high school dropout rate and

achievement gap of at-risk youth

in Danbury.

* Fostering sanctity of life and

Bill Beattie

personal responsibility within
the Danbury community.

* Offering hope to at-risk
male adults in Danbury as they
battle substance abuse and
homelessness.

Please join us in this local
work and experience God work-
ing in a powerful way. We serve
an awesome God. ®

Bill Beattie is the founder and chairman of Jericho
Partnership.
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THE VOLUNTEER ARMY GROWS — 500 TO BE HONORED

E ach day the Jericho 3000 is
growing, with dedicated Jeri-
cho Partnership volunteers and
donors working to reverse the
negative effects of Danbury’s
“Five Stubborn Facts.” (See box on
previous page.)

Our goal is to recruit, train and
place at least 3,000 volunteers
from the region, mobilizing them
to help transform lives in Dan-
bury’s at-risk communities and
the city itself. We're calling that
small army of Christian workers
— and donors — the Jericho 3000,
and a growing number of them
are active throughout our nine
ministry partners serving Dan-
bury’s at-risk youth and adult

populations.

Becoming a Jericho 3000 worker

is simple. Just commit to a rela-
tionship with us and be willing to
be used in the transformation of
the lives men, women and chil-
dren we have been called to serve.

This summer Jericho will honor
with membership pins the nearly
500 Christ-centered volunteers
and donors and their congrega-
tions who are already Jericho
3000 members, giving their time,
talent and treasure in service to
our Lord Jesus Christ — for being
His hands and feet.

And on Saturday, July 18, we
invite all our partners, partner
congregations, volunteers and

Growing Together l’.‘

THE POWER OF TRANSFORMATIONAL GIVING

J ohn and Maria Parille have ex-
perienced the heart transfor-
mation that comes with being gen-
erous stewards who are rich to-
ward God.

The couple own New Fairfield
Press, and their employees, cus-
tomers and competition all know
Jesus Christ is Chairman of the
Board, and His guidance is sought
routinely for business decisions.

When the economy tightened,
John and Maria prayed about how
to give sacrificially to charity de-
spite economic conditions. They
discerned the exact amount they
were called to give, and “we knew
we needed to make the donation
soon,” John said.

They had confidence that God
would provide the funds, even
though there was no extra
money in their budget. John re-
membered three dormant sav-
ings account passbooks and
asked Maria to retrieve them,
thinking they could cobble to-
gether the gift.

Maria held the passbooks up
like three cards saying: “Pick a
passbook, any passbook.” John
chose the middle one, which
Maria took to the bank. They
were astonished when the up-
dated balance was the exact
amount they had been called to
give, due in part to deposits they
had made years earlier!

Carrie Amos

their families to join us at our 13
Rose St. facility in Danbury for a
BBQ and Block Party. It will be
an afternoon — from noon to 5 —
to meet and mingle with other
Jericho ministry partners and
congregations, volunteers, donors
and friends. It’s free and a time
to celebrate how God is using His
people to transform lives in Dan-
bury.

For more information about the
Block Party or the Jericho 3000,
contact me at 203.791.1180 or
carrie@jerichopartnership.org. ®

Carrie Amos is executive director of Jericho Part-
nership.

Michael Ronan

Through friends and their pas-
tor, Chuck Ferrara at New Life
Community Church in New
Fairfield, God directed their at-
tention to Jericho Partnership.
John and Maria were “knocked
over” during a building tour.
“We didn’t understand this ex-
isted here,” John said, adding
that they knew God was direct-
ing them to support Jericho’s
word-and-deed partners.

With transformed hearts, the
Parilles are co-laborers in the
city, returning to God what is
His. ®

Michael Ronan is treasurer and director of develop-
ment at Jericho Partnership.

jericho partnership, inc.
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Ridgefield teen surpasses goal

(Continued from page 1)

of the Ridgefield Wyld Life club for
middle school students. Michelle
was a Wyld Life member before en-
tering high school and joining
Young Life.

“Fill the Shelves”

Michelle ran her book drive idea
past her Girl Scout Troop leaders,
then sent e-mails to her friends,
Scouts, her parents’ friends and
other adults. She spoke at a Young
Life meeting, created a flyer, culled
names from organizations her par-
ents belong to, created a spread
sheet of donors. She even had a
name for her project: “Fill the
Shelves.”

“I talked to everybody about what
I was doing,” she said, then began
collecting the books on Saturday
mornings with her father. “After the
first pickup, I had huge boxes full of
books. I was, like, astonished by

Michelle Cook sorts books at
Pathways Academy.

reached 1,500,” Rice said. “She’s a
great role model for the boys, set-
ting a goal and surpassing it.”

“I

was surprised her heart was

Some Academy
bookshelves still
sparse

M

Academy’s resource center shelves, but

ichelle Cook’s book drive went a
long way toward filling Pathways

some are still sparse, said Anita Rice, the
Academy’s librarian.

“Fiction, Reference, Series, Math and
Science and Geography and History are
relatively full,” Rice said. “We can use
Mysteries and Scary Stories, Poetry,
Religion and Sports books — although
some sports-related books can be good
for Fiction or can wind up in Biography.
Shelves for Classics and Biography are
beginning to fill.”

Other sparse categories are Animals
and Games and Puzzles.

Donated books that are not age- or

moved to do it,” said Carrie Amos,
Jericho’s executive director, “to take
the time, put the plan together and
orchestrate it, that at her age she’s
thinking about other kids who don’t
have her advantages. I'm not sure
Michelle fully realizes what she’s
done, which is neat.” ®

how many books I had collected.”
When the Academy’s volunteer
librarian, Anita Rice, heard about
Michelle’s goal, “I thought this was
an ambitious task, that if she
reached half the goal, she’d be suc-
cessful.” But “I was surprised when
she was creeping toward 1,000
books and was astounded when she

gender-appropriate (boys in sixth through
eighth grades) will be set aside and
donated to other nonprofit organizations.

The Academy is still accepting books.
For more information on specific category
needs, call Anita Rice at Pathways
Academy at 203.205.0954.

Pathways Academy readies for second year
P athways Academ f ud will mov he seventh grade in September w w ba 24 sixt
graders will enter the Christian academy. Plans call for an enrollment of about 60 si seventh- and ej -grade boys the
2010-20 hool
he students have a hodgepodge of different skill levels, attributes and behavior,” said Ced Rice, the Academy’s principa e
ave to figure out how to reach each individual in the class. We can’t do the same thing for all students.
rexample, “we have one stud 5™ le in math, and we | we m i
said. “And we have another student in the same class who has the math test rea im because we wa ake sure his
reading isn’t the reason he may no well on the tes
The Academy opened in September in the Jericho Samaritan Center on Ro reet with goa t include reducing the dropout
rate among at-risk Danbu s and reducing the achievement gap between upper and lower income students. This year its
students averaged grade poin ge, Rice said, compared with a 2.19 GPA for at-risk boys at Danbury’s two pub
middle schoo
The Academy students’ grades were earne ard work, he said. “It’s not like they get a free pa an flunk classes here
ut we do everything we can — including af ool work and re-testin o] oesn't happe
The kids w they have e here every day and be here wide awake,” he said
4 jericho partnership, inc. 13 rose street + danbury, ct 06810 www.jerichopartnership.org
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Forgiven, set free,
and blessing others

I t’s impossible to calculate how
many lives have been saved or
transformed by Linda Cochrane’s
hands-on pro-life efforts and the four
books she’s authored or co-authored.
But when she counsels expectant
moms about alternatives to abortion,
or post-abortion moms traumatized
by their decision, she reaches into
her teenaged past and her own ex-
perience that was transformed by the
love of Christ.

She was a senior at Roger Ludlow
High School in Fairfield, 17 and
pregnant. “There were no pregnancy
centers, nowhere to go,” she said.
“The local ob-gyn gave me the num-
ber of an abortion clinic in New York
City. My parents didn’t know.”

And she didn’t know what was in
store for her. “I was extremely sur-
prised at the intensity of the grief
and guilt I felt,” she said. “I was told
it was my body, my right, my choice.”
It wasn’t until years later when she
discovered forgiveness through Jesus
Christ that she was set free from the
guilt. But the experience set her on a
path that eventually led her to Dan-
bury as executive director of Hope-
line Pregnancy Resource Center.

Transformed lives

Linda really wanted to be a land-
scape artist, but “Mom and Dad
thought nursing would be a better
fit,” so she followed in her mom’s
footsteps and became a registered
nurse in 1979. A year later, while
backpacking in Scotland, she met her
husband, Paul. They married in 1981
and began raising their family.

She began volunteering at pro-life
centers almost accidentally. She and
Paul had made a job-related move to
Tucson, Ariz., and a volunteer from a
local center spoke at their church.
“Paul actually volunteered me.
That’s how I started out.” But once
she began, “I just loved it,” she said.

She began writing Bible studies on
forgiveness for women and began

post-abortion support
groups. “I loved see-
ing people trans-
formed when they got
into the Word of

God.” By 1986 she
turned the studies into
her first book,
“Forgiven and Set
Free.” Three others
followed, all focused on
healing from various trauma. (See
sidebar.)

When Linda and Paul and their
three daughters moved back east,
she volunteered at the Poughkeep-
sie, N.Y., center as a counselor and
board member for two years, then
as executive director. But the com-
mitment proved too much. “It was

Linda Cochrane

them to have an abortion; and abor-
tion-minded women “on their way
to an abortion clinic, but God sees
fit to have them stop here for a
pregnancy test or ultrasound and
hopefully they’ll change their
mind.” ®

40-plus hours a week with a 45- L- d ) b k
minute commute, and our daugh- In a s oo s
ters were 10, 7 and 4,” she said. “Forgiven and Set Free” (198

She said yes to the opportunity to Baker). A Bible stud elps
become interim executive director of women heal from the trauma of
a new Hopeline office in Danbury — abortion
about 20 minutes from their home “Healing a Father’s Hea 0s
in Patterson, N.Y. “The Lord had ortion Bible Study for Me 90
been speaking to my heart that I Baker), to help men recover from
was going to be home. I thought it abortion. “Sometimes the father wants
meant home with my kids, but it the baby, but has no rights,” Linda said
meant Danbury.” “A Time to Heal (1994, Valle
A change of mind Publlishi.ng), 1 e same princip

. . . healing other trauma such as

Hopeline had begun in Bridgeport : . :
in 1986 and opened its Danbury divorce or d child s suicide .

. . he Path to Sexual Healin 996
executive offices ten years later. :
The Shelton and Bridgeport offices Baker), to help women recover fro
send moms to Danbury for ultra- exual aouse trouma
sounds.

The offices see between 700 and v I t d
1,000 client visits a year for preg- o un eer nee s
nancy tests, ultrasounds, post- Hopeline count voluntee
abortion counseling, abstinence among its three offices. Danbury needs
counseling and referrals. nurses, ultrasound technicia

Generally, Linda said, the offices receptionists, people ganize
see three types of expectant moms donations, and counselo
— those who have decided to carry opeline trains volun
their pregnancy to term but don’t with a compassionate heart for moms
have enough support in their lives; A crisis ” Linda said
those who are abortion-vulnerable Ca 91.118 nformatio
and may have people pressuring

jericho partnership, inc.

13 rose street + danbury, ct 06810
phone 203.791.1180
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Recession swells volunteer numbers

(Continued from page 1)

at her brother’s business after he
had to lay off his administrative as-
sistant. “Since I'm doing this and
still looking for work, I can’t help out
at the welcome desk,” Sylvia said.

But she still has time during eve-
nings to volunteer. She helped plan
Jericho’s Easter Party for some 75
disadvantaged children in April, and
is leading the volunteer steering
committee planning the packing and
distribution of 100 school backpacks
for Danbury children who can’t af-
ford the backpacks or school sup-
plies. “I haven’t had a lot of experi-
ence in event planning,” she said,
“but I have good organizational
skills.”

Her volunteer efforts at Jericho
“give me a sense of being obedient to
God’s command to love others,” she
said. “It’s one of the most meaningful
things I can do with my life.”

Who’s steering?
Pat Barczak knew the economic

downturn was taking a toll on the
Norwalk company where he had

been sales development manager for
the past dozen years. “A lot of our
material goes into the automotive
market, and business just kind of
disappeared last October and No-
vember,” he said.

Everyone knew times were tough,
and “there was some discussion
about shorter work weeks and
things like that, so we knew some-
thing was going to happen.” But
when what happened happened to
him, he wasn’t quite prepared for
the mid-December layoff.

“It wasn’t a great time for it, but,
hey, I wasn’t going to beat myself up
over this; it wasn’t my fault,” Pat
said. “I thought of that song, ‘Jesus,
Take the Wheel,” because somebody
needs to be steering and I'm not sure
Tam.”

Pat had a record of volunteering in
his community when his children
were in youth sports, and at his
church, St. Rose of Lima in New-
town. That’s where he first learned
about Jericho Partnership and its
Maple Avenue overflow shelter for

homeless men this past winter. “I
figured I could do some grunt work,
so once a week while I was trying to
job hunt, I'd go there and sweep and
wash and dry blankets and linens.

“At one point I had a conversation
with one of the residents, a young
man just out of rehab and looking
for a job,” Pat said. “I guess the
thing is, here’s a young kid maybe
23 or 24 years old, and I've got a son
that age, and I sit there and think
that, but for the grace of God, he
could be my kid. It doesn’t take very
long to fall off the edge and wonder
how you got there.”

Pat had an opportunity to tour
Jericho Partnership and its ministry
partners at 13 Rose Street while he
volunteered at the overflow shelter.
“I didn’t realize all the things that
are going on down there — a free
clinic, the Academy, the teen center.
I had no idea. I was very impressed.”

But more than that, volunteering
“was something I was wanting to
do,” he said. “I just hope I contrib-
uted at least a little bit.” ®
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Making the ‘pause’
worthwhile

hen Jim Wiley left his 32-year career at Metro-

North last September, “I really didn’t think
there’d be a problem, with the money they gave me out
the door.” After all, he thought, “I'm a college graduate
and I've been with one company for more than 30
years.” He had plenty of time to find a new job.

But the economy crashed, and Jim began sending
resumes into the deepening recession to no avail.
Recently, to bring in extra money, the 52-year-old
Danbury resident began working as a caddy at the
Greenwich Country Club. Even so, he said, “there are
so many people worse off than I am.”

Shortly after he left Metro-North, Jim’s wife,
Maureen — a part-time nurse at Jericho Partnership’s
free pediatrics clinic — suggested he volunteer to
answer the phone at Jericho’s welcome desk. But
“volunteering was not in my vocabulary,” he said of his
attitude for most of his life. “If it didn’t benefit me, I
didn’t want to do it.”

But now something powerful was working in his life.
“It was as if God had put my life on ‘pause,” he said.
“Prior to September 08, I was a very self-centered non-
believer. I tried to do everything on my own, until
everything started to crash around me.” He had no job,
no prospects, and three children in college. “God took
me out of work and got me saved,” he said. “I accepted
Jesus as my Lord and Savior.”

Seeing the rewards

Jim began volunteering at the Jericho welcome desk
on Mondays, answering the phone and directing people
to the various ministries in the building. To his

Volunteer opportunities

time

Are you looking for an opportunity

help transfor s in Danbury’s at-risk communities?
ericho Partnership and its n Y rtners ha n-
tinual need for volunteers.

u ent needs include mentors for boys, tu volun-
teers at the soup kitchen, being part of teams that regularly

clean Rose Street and Maple Avenue of trash, and summertime
Reading Buddies fo dren who want to improve their read-
ing skills,” said Carrie A ericho’s executive director. “It
would be phenomenal if we had help w ategic planning or
with planning a fundraising eve

Other needs are more administrative, like grant writing o

ata entry, she said

For more information about volun pportuniti ntact
Carrie at 203.79 80 or carrie@jer artnership.org.

Jim Wiley at the Jericho Welcome Desk.

surprise, his seemingly inconsequential efforts turned
out to be “very, very rewarding, spiritually, emotionally
and for my mental stability.

“I would see parents with faces of despair and
uneasiness go into the clinic with their children, and
then, an hour later, they would leave happy and joyous
and smiling.

“The same thing was happening with the Hopeline
crisis pregnancy center. You could see the burden the
women and girls were carrying as they walked in to face
the biggest decision in their life, and then see their
expression walking out. I just can’t put it into words.”

Following His lead

“I was hooked on volunteering,” Jim said. “I just
needed to see its rewards.” This past winter he signed
up to be a once-a-week overnight volunteer at Jericho’s
homeless overflow shelter. “In my prior life, I would
have laughed at you if you asked me to do that,” he said.
“But I was just following where He was directing. I was
there to pray for them, and blessed to be there the last
night to see their faces and hear their appreciation. It
really meant a lot. I got to see the rewards.”

Jim still sits at the Jericho welcome desk on Mondays
when he’s not caddying in Greenwich, “and I guess I'll
be going back to the shelter in October or November.”

“My whole life was turned around, and it has to do
with Jesus and following His lead. A big part of the
change is volunteering, giving back to the community. I
recommend it highly. It’s up to you to make that ‘pause’
worthwhile.” ®
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Carrie L. Amos appointed
executive director

Carrie L. Amos has been appointed to the
newly-created position of executive director of
Jericho Partnership. She assumed the new
responsibilities on July 1.

Bill Beattie will remain as chairman, leading
the board and focusing on Jericho strategy and
development issues in Danbury.

Hal Wibling, president of the Savings Bank of
Danbury, and retired IBM executive Creighton Lee of Danbury, will assume the
newly-created positions of vice-chairmen of the executive board.

Carrie joined Jericho in 2007 as director of operations, providing strategic
planning, program development and other support for Jericho’s ministry
partners. As executive director, she will lead the Jericho staff team and maintain
direct contact with its partners. She will also be responsible for implementing
Jericho’s strategic plan to physically and spiritually transform the city of Danbury
by mobilizing up to 15 Christ-centered ministry organizations and recruiting 3,000
Jericho volunteers.

She holds a master’s degree in social work from Fordham University, where she
is a faculty adviser for social work students. She and her husband, Ed, and their
three children attend New Hope Baptist Church in Danbury, and are involved in
several volunteer activities in the Danbury area. She is a recipient of the Fairfield
County Business Journal 2008 “40 Under 40 Award” for her leadership in the local
nonprofit community.

Gospel on the Green

he annual Gospel on the Green

event, sponsored by Jericho partner
Highways and Hedges, is set for Sunday,
July 12, from 3 to 8 p.m. on the City Cen-
ter Green in Danbury. Come on out for
praise and worship in both English and
Spanish, Gospel speakers, praise danc-
ers, face painting, lots of food, and the
opportunity to unite with others to de-
feat HIV/AIDS and homelessness.
“Without unity ... there’s no commu-
nity!”

Also, check out Highways and Hedges

new Web site at highwaysdanbury.org.
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