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Teens find
volunteer
opportunities

hen Megan Sigillo was hos-

pitalized as a child, her
mom gave her a boo-boo bear for
comfort. Ten years later Megan is
a 14-year-old freshman at Dan-
bury High School, and still has
that stuffed bear. And when her
mom told her about uninsured
children getting free medical care
at Samaritan Health Center, she
and her best friend, Katie Fell-
meth, decided to give them some
boo-boo bear comfort.

The teens, who had to create a
service project on paper for a high
school class, decided their project
would be making care packages
for the clinic’s young patients.
But “the more we learned about
the center, the more we wanted to

(Continued on page 4)

Annual Block
Party July 16
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TRANSFORMING A CITY

Ced Rice, Clara Perkins, Mark Lounsbury and Hubert Parris (L-R) played key roles in the merger of three
Jericho-partner youth ministries. Ced, Clara and Mark are the directors of the ministries, and Hubert is the
new board chairman for the newly-formed Pathways Danbury Youth Ministries. See story on page 6.

Girls’ mentoring to begin

F or the past 14 years, some 65 or
so at-risk boys have taken part
in Pathways Danbury, most begin-
ning the one-on-one Christ-
centered mentoring program in
sixth grade and continuing through
high school graduation. Now the
leading edge of those young men
are graduating from college or set-
tling into careers.

Soon the program’s success in
transforming at-risk boys into
young men of faith with a positive
future will be reflected in a new
Jericho Partnership mentoring pro-
gram for at-risk girls, now in the
final development stages.

“We believe there is a desperate
need for young women in the com-
munity to be given specific and
careful mentoring attention, simi-
lar to young men,” said Hubert
Parris, chairman of the newly-

formed Pathways Danbury
Youth Ministries, a consolidation
of three Jericho youth ministries
under a single board (See page
6). The as-yet-unnamed girls’
mentoring program will be part
of Youth Ministries.

A passion to help

“There has been a cry in the
community for some time for the
same kind of mentoring effort for
young women that we have for
young men,” Hubert said. “We
want to start with about a dozen
young women, but I'm sure the
number will grow as word of the
mentoring program gets out. The
problem isn’t finding mentees,
but finding mentors.”

Mentees in both the boys’ and
girls’ programs “may come from

(Continued on page 6)



CUT, GROW AND ... GIVE!

A popular theme this politi-
cal season seems to be, ‘Cut

spending, grow the economy,
and restore the American
Dream of limited government,
social and economic mobility
and economic leadership, world-
wide.’

Often ignored in this period of
economic uncertainty and gov-
ernment budget dictates, how-
ever, 1s the traditional nongov-
ernmental American concern for
the needs of the poor and needy
in our society, a compassionate
concern foundational in our
Judeo-Christian values.

As new economic models de-
signed to finance only the most
legitimate purposes of govern-
ment emerge, we must provide
for the needs of the less fortu-
nate in our communities “the
old-fashioned way” — by gener-
ously supporting our churches,
faith-based outreaches and lo-
cal charities.

Distinctive generosity
lacking

Generous giving to the poor
and needy appears in almost
2,000 verses throughout the Old
and New Testaments of the Bi-
ble. But since the Great Depres-
sion, per-capita giving by Chris-
tians in the U.S. has diminished
by more than 20 percent to only
2.5 percent of household income.

Why? Why have we reduced
our giving during the past 75 to
80 years when as a nation our
family incomes have surged?

/& From the Chaiemany'™

One answer may be that our ma-
terialistic culture has diminished
our compassion for the poor. Or,
possibly, like the pagan fourth-
century Roman emperor Julian
the Apostate, antitheists have
promoted increasing state wel-
fare so that Christian outreach to
the poor would be unnecessary
and Christianity dismembered.
Or, possibly, our blending of
Christian and secular values has
robbed us of our distinctive
Christian generosity and love for
the poor and needy.

A huge difference

Whatever the reason, our di-
minished generosity is particu-
larly significant in that the
American church — the wealthi-
est community of Christians in
the history of Christendom — now
earns more than $5 trillion a
year, according to Richard
Stearns in his book, “The Hole in
Our Gospel.” By just returning to
a 3.3 percent giving rate — the
Depression-level giving of 80
years ago — annual faith-based
giving in America would increase
by 27 percent and provide a sig-
nificant addition to funds avail-
able to meet the needs of this
country’s poor and needy.

Stearns estimates that if the
giving rate for the Christian com-
munity increased to the biblical
standard of 10 percent, the extra
money created for doing the com-
passionate work of the church
would increase by $168 billion.

That translates to about $80

Bill Beattie

million annually right here in
greater Danbury.

We can make a huge difference
if we would only GIVE!

Getting started

How do we get started?

First, acknowledge that God
owns it all, that generous giving
to the poor and needy is God’s
will, and that our hearts go
where our treasure is.

Second, meet government cuts
in social services with expanded
Christ-centered word-and-deed
ministry funded by the Christian
community. Surely social and
spiritual outreach freely and lov-
ingly offered is the best way to
serve the needs of those at risk
1n our community.

Jericho’s role is to tell the com-
munity about the needs of people
in our city, allow God to stir
hearts and move spirits, and pro-
vide opportunities for compas-
sionate Christ-followers to re-
spond to the Lord’s calling.

Transformed

We look forward to the time
when the city of Danbury — and
its suburbs — will be transformed
by the love of Jesus as reflected
by the work of Jericho Partner-
ship’s ministry and church part-
ners and all our brothers and sis-
ters in Christ.

We serve an awesome God!

Bill Beattie is founder and chairman of Jericho
Partnership.
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GOD IS ON THE MOVE!

an you feel it? Do you see it?
Have you heard about it? God
is on the move!

The momentum is building and
God is clearly using Jericho Part-
nership as His hands and feet as
He transforms our city life-by-
life, family-by-family, street-by-
street, and neighborhood-by-
neighborhood. I'm humbled and
excited to be part of this transfor-
mation as we express our faith
through word-and-deed ministry.

As God moves us “from here to
there,” as Bill Hybels said at the
Leadership Summit 2010, my call
at Jericho is to figure out what
God wants to accomplish in this
city, discern what role Jericho is
to have in His plan, and then to
move the Partnership from here
to there — while being mindful to
celebrate where we are now.

Reason to celebrate

We have reason to celebrate
where we are! In December, I re-
ported:
¢ 1,200 volunteers. Five months
later I can tell you that we have
1,700 volunteers serving with us.
e Twelve partner congrega-
tions. Currently, eight more con-
gregations have expressed inter-
est in joining the Partnership and
are at various stages of formaliz-
ing that step. This could bring
our church partnership total to
20. Praise God!
« Twelve partner ministry or-
ganizations. We now have ten.
No, none have left us; we have
consolidated three of our youth
ministry partners into one, creat-
ing a more cohesive, effective,
sustainable model for serving at-

risk youth and one that will
now include ministry to girls.
« A 20 percent increase in
grants awarded to word-and-
deed ministry partners over
last fiscal year.

Constantly moving to
“there”

As Christians, we are called
to express our faith outwardly,
in tangible ways. Most of us are
familiar with the verse that
says, “Faith without works is
dead” (James 2:20). Those who
attended the Western Connecti-
cut Prayer Breakfast in April
heard the Rev. Ray Lightcap
speak about having a faith that
1s public, ever-growing, and
transforming.

For those who may not be
aware, Ray’s outward expres-
sion of his faith in Christ has
benefitted me directly; I am one
of three that he and his wife,
Ruth, brought into their family.
They have shown me the love of
Christ in such tangible ways
that it has had a transforma-
tional impact on my life, my
family and ministry.

One of the things he taught
me was to be defined by the
future, not the past —
“Forgetting what is behind
and straining toward what is
ahead, I press on toward the
goal to win the prize for
which God has called me
heavenward in Christ Je-
sus” (Philippians 3:13-14). As
a Partnership, we are striving
to be transformed into the
likeness of Christ as we serve
our partners and the city.

HERE

X

Carrie L. Amos

Pressing on

The overall vision continues to
be mobilization of ministry and
transformation of lives, families,
streets, neighborhoods and the
city. Some of our vision objec-
tives for the next four to six
months include:
« An expanded prayer minis-
try to include regular prayer
meeting groups and prayer
walks;
o A fully-developed mentor-
ing and support ministry to
at-risk girls and adult women,;
e Daily outreach teams
launched on Spring Street;
e Mobilizing 300 additional vol-
unteers;
e Meeting our stewardship
goals, including the match of
$250,000 and the 90-in-90 cam-
paign so we can maintain and
possibly increase funding to
ministry in the city.
I thank God for the opportunity
to serve in this Partnership! e

Carrie L. Amos is executive director of Jericho
Partnership.

THERE

jericho partnership, inc.
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Teens find volunteer opportunities

to make more this summer.

(Continued from page 1)
really do it,” Megan said.

They raised money by selling
rubber bracelets at school basket-
ball games, then from an annual
basketball charity game at St.
Joseph School in Danbury, which
raised $200. Coca-Cola, where
Katie’s dad works, contributed 25
boo-boo bears, and the girls began
assembling 25 care packages,
each with a bear, toys, coloring
supplies, even some Play-Doh.

But that’s not the end of it.
“We're looking to continue over
the summer when we have more
time to raise funds,” Megan said.

Something that continues

Megan and Katie are just two of
a growing number of teens volun-
teering time and talent at various
Jericho partner ministries.

Emily Kopcik, for example, was
looking for an opportunity to put
in some time for a 60-hour com-
munity service project for a Girl
Scout Gold Award. The first part
of the project, creating a commu-
nity service that would continue,
was starting an art club at New-
town High school, where the 17-

Roosevelt Leon, 5, is delighted to find Play-Doh in his boo-boo bear get-
well bag given him during a visit to the Samaritan Health Center. Two
Danbury High School teens put together 25 of the comfort bags, and plan

year-old is a junior.
Then, after touring
Jericho’s 13 Rose
Street building, she
decided on pairing
the high school art
club members with
the sixth-grade
Pathways Academy
boys to decorate
Academy walls.

“We made a mural
with some of the
boys at the school,
using letters my dad
cut out of wood that
spelled ‘Men of
Honor,” Emily said.

Six art club members helped
the boys complete the lettering.
“The boys painted different de-
signs on them,” she said, before
the project was permanently
mounted on an Academy wall.

$1,000 to save a baby

When Martin and Andrew
Badinelli’s mom returned from a
Hopeline Pregnancy Resource
Center fundraising dinner in
March, she told the teens the
speaker had said it takes $1,000
to save a baby from abortion.

It didn’t take long for the home-
schooled Brookfield brothers to
decide to raise at least that much
for Hopeline, and another $1,000
for Family and Children’s Aid in
Danbury. Their fundraising effort
was unique: ballroom dancing
lessons.

Martin, 16, and Andrew, 15,
are competitive ballroom dancers,
and give lessons every month to
other homeschooled students. So
1t was an easy step, they thought,
to turn the monthly social into a
fundraiser with a wider audience.
“It is a lot of money,” Andrew
said of their $2,000 goal before

the May 21 event, “but I'm hoping
we can get a nice crowd there.”

The brothers had hoped 50 to 70
people would attend, but they
drew about 40. And instead of
$2,000, they raised $400 for
Hopeline, $300 for Family and
Children’s Aid. “We are a little
disappointed but not discour-
aged,” Andrew said.

“We didn’t account for the fact
there would be so many special
events,” Martin said of a weekend
filled with graduations and con-
firmations. Next time, he said,
they’ll pick a better weekend and
sharpen their advertising.

“I'm hoping we can do one to-
wards the start of next school
year,” Martin said, “raising
$1,000 for each.”

Stay tuned!
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Rose Street, Danb
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EASTER BLAST AT JERICHO SPRING STREET MINISTRIES
Two children share the joy of being part of Jericho Partnership’s Easter Celebration April 21. The
photo was taken by one of four volunteer amateur photographers from the First Congregational
Church of Ridgefield — Sheri Lussier, Laird Calia, Sue McKellop and Alison Hansen. Other volunteer
photographers have used everything from smart phones to sophisticated digital cameras to
record other Jericho happenings, which you can see on our Facebook page.

¢

CITY TRANSFORMATION UNDER DISCUSSION
Bill Beattie, left, Jericho Partnership’s founder, chats with Danbury Mayor Mark Boughton at the
May 14 launch of Jericho’s Spring Street Ministries at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Danbury. The
mayor announced the city’s long-range plan to trim trees and shrubs obscuring street lights, build
new sidewalks along the length of Spring Street, and install ‘gaslight’ street lights to help improve
the neighborhood. Check out Jericho’s Facebook page for more photos of the evening.

jericho partnership, inc.

13 rose street + danbury, ct 06810
phone 203.791.1180
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3 . Girls’ mentoring to begin
¢ I L (Continued from page 1) Authentic impact
broken homes, some may have The new program’s most imme-
| H } / parents involved with illegal diate need is qualified mentors,
drugs, or they may be dealing Hubert said. “When we begin
with incarcerated parents,” hearing the testimonies and see-
Hubert said. As a result, they ing the impact mentors are hav-
. “may not understand that there’s ing on the girls, I think more
Good Samaritans elp kids a better way.” women will step up to take part
get specia medical car In addition, “society has created in this exciting journey.”

K etimes have specialize false values for women, depicting “We have mission statements
medical needs beyond the usual them as a commodity and creat- and projections and statistics,
sneezes, coughs and checkups, a ing a dislike in a woman to be but the bottom line is changing
now Samaritan t ter can do who she really is, who she is the trajectory of these young
something to he called to be,” he said. people’s lives, having a meaning-

onatio e free pediatri But mentors can provide a new, ful and authentic impact on their
cli b-speciali d rom Christian worldview. “We’ll be lives so they are transformed in
partner ongregation anc fihe looking for adult women who have a meaningful way,” he said. ©
ndividual Good Samaritans make . . ’

a sincere love for Christ and a

possible for paren . Want to be part of the transformation? Send an
decisions if their child needs care by a passion to help these young e-mail to volunteer@jerichopartnership.org.
cherialie women understand who they are

Be parents would either ha in Christ.”
to self-pay eir child didn’t ge

ropria atment” from a e = =
specialist, said Eva Tan narita YO“th mlnlstrles COHSOIIdate
executive dire “The children o
wolild have to st live with T e ministries V. e same page about the message
condit athways Acaden athways Dan-  we're bringing e children about
& donated monies “have enabled ury mentoring pro nd th h rist, about our expect
farrals since Jan es! whole-life ring progra ave a rogra at has
Eva sa e referrals ranged from an e nsolidated und ingle board le unning through the fabric
orthopedic specialist removing B nsolidation i he consolidation will also allow for
bedded glass fro ild’s finger the ways Danbury Yo inis ancing the 5 s! progra
to a tonsillectomy to setting a broken tries, each program had its own budge arental vemer ugh each of
rm in a cast, she said and its own boar ere was a lot of e programs, he sai
ur physicians at Danbury pract erlap a plication,” said Hube y desire e able to im
— Dr. Edward Feliciano at Connecti Parris rman of the ne e entire famil get tne pare
Fam opedics; Dr. Ri was the Acade easurer before the ardians involved in the future

pton at Advanced Specialty nsolidatio heir children. Eve e ha into
Advanced Ear, Nose and Throat Care Merging them was eing pru- he program.”

S on, a peaiatrl dent with ou urces, unifying th e heads of the three DOYS mint
surgeon; and Dr. Sohel Islam, a plastic three that have the same objective e i ci S
nd hand surgeon at Advance elping child aling with risk i Academy; Mark Lounsbu inist
Specialty Care — | gree ent in their live ow the optio director of Pathwa n
provide pro-bon ultation, Eva available m, and better equi ara Perkins, director of the es
said nore cho fe ring program — w nction as

We can offer financial help for cai management team reportin i

eatment case Oy-case depending htn cusis on ha eattie, acting as executive dire

e family’s ability ay,” she oundation and infrastructure in place il unaer ot P
d. “We will negotiate and ake a smooth transitio Danbury mentoring ministry and of the
or the patien . %
Hubert sai ach entity ha eo ic ers
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Eye contact and a firm
handshake: cultivating good
manners in maturing teens

H ow do you get 30 energetic
middle-school boys to make
eye contact, shake your hand
firmly, and smile?

Call Miss Manners!

Or bring in Mary Ronan, a vol-
unteer who is teaching Pathways
Academy boys the basics of eti-
quette during weekly visits to the
school. “Everyone needs lessons,”
she said. “Colleges are even
teaching etiquette; it’s a lost art.”

The art isn’t being lost on the
Academy kids, though. “They
have gotten so into this,” Mary
said. “It’s something they can
achieve quickly and easily with
positive results. To shake some-
one’s hand firmly and look them
in the eye and have them do the
same back is very affirming. It
connects you to that person.”

The lessons run the gamut from
standing when an adult enters
the room to politely greeting a
clerk in a store to, for eighth-
graders, age-appropriate dating
manners to learn “how a gentle-
man treats a woman.”

Geared for success

The boys also learn about table
settings, how utensils are used
and how to behave at a fancy
event. “I've been to dinner with
adults and we've talked about
which is the bread plate and
which is your water glass,” she
said. “When you don’t know, you
feel unsure of yourself. It may
sound trivial, but when you know
what to say or do, it builds your
confidence.”

“I want these guys to succeed,”
she said. “Everyone who loves

these boys wants them to suc-
ceed, and the Pathways experi-
ence is geared for that to happen.
I believe you can succeed at a
higher level if you know how to
conduct yourself properly. They
can still be their goofball selves
with friends. I just want to give
them the opportunity to present
themselves well.”

“I think we can pray for this for
the boys,” Mary said. “So often
we pray for the deep and pro-
found things for the people we
care for. But we can pray the
boys learn to present themselves
well. Every one of us is repre-
senting the Lord, and we can
help the boys do that by includ-
ing them in our prayers.” ¢
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PICNIC TABLES IN THE MAKING
Dylan Phillips drills a hole as Charlie Nostrand steadies the wood for one of two picnic tables built
by boys from Pathways Academy with help from men from St. Rose of Lima Church in Newtown.
The men — Rick Scinto, Ron Kopcik, Charlie Nostrand and Charlie Hettenbach — guided the boys
as they assembled, sanded and stained the pre-cut tables May 21 in Jericho’s 13 Rose St. parking
lot. Six other students participated in the project: Ryan Rodriguez-Albanisi, LarMarcus Willis,
Joseph White, Tykeem Council, Markel James and Destin Jackson. For more photographs of the

event, visit Jericho’s Facebook page.

jericho partnership, inc.

13 rose street + danbury, ct 06810
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Call 203.791.1180 for more information about any of these events. Pa rtn erShip DANBURY, CT
JUNE | i PERMIT NO. 153
ZIP CODE 06810
8 12:00 p.m. Prayer Furnace MOBILIZING MINISTRY ...
13 Rose Street, Danbury TRANSFORMING A CITY
20 6:30p.m. Pathways Academy 13 ROSE STREET * DANBURY, CT 06810 ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Graduation

New Hope Baptist Church, Danbury
25 10:00a.m. Christmas in June

44 Spring Street, Danbury
JULY

10 3:.00p.m. Gospel on the Green
Band shell on the green behind the
Main Street Post Office, Danbury

13 12:00p.m. Prayer Furnace
13 Rose Street, Danbury

16 11:30a.m. Jericho Block Party

Watch for location

25 5:30p.m. Christmasin July

44 Spring Street, Danbury
AUGUST

10 12:00p.m. Prayer Furnace
13 Rose Street, Danbury

20 9:00a.m. Back-to-School

Backpack Event
44 Spring Street, Danbury

25 5:30p.m. Christmas in August
44 Spring Street, Danbury

)
Bells for Life QL
T*\e carill ells a aul’
utheran Church on Spring
eet in Danbury have bee —_
ng each Tuesday morning a N
1:30toa ber o \‘("’ 5 —
babi VEs sav opeli
gnancy Resou t W efo
enerous supporters have offered Jericho Since earl |, wh e bells ang n een
Partnership a $250,000 matching gift! Viay, they’v ebra e liv abies sa t
That means your donations through Aug. or a mom who gav rist
31 will be matched dollar for dollar, a rane; Hope t [ aid she ha
multiplying your impact and support of he at many hospitals play llaby over the hospita
Christ-centered ministry to Danbury’s at-risk ch ti aby is ke s pasto
youth and adults. Rev. Allen G n > would e i ging the bell
Your doubled donations will also support announce babies sa
the launch of a new mentoring program for at- ‘| thoug was nderful i elebrate li
risk girls and adult women not yet connected or German said. He plays a short hym anksgiving on th
with a local congregation of believers — along arillons foll by the tollin o hde n
with strengthening our existing programs. mMa | ast week ” ai
Please prayerfully consider how the Lord

might direct your financial participation with

Jericho. Donations can be made through our
Website (www.jerichopartnership.org) or by FOIIOW us on Yﬂu T“he I}\

mail to 13 Rose Street, Danbury CT 06810. °




